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Maine Brook Trout Pond Survey:
Frequently Asked Questions

What is the overall goal of the project?  Maine Audubon, along with partners Trout Unlimited and the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIFW), is seeking volunteers to identify previously-undocumented wild brook trout populations in remote Maine ponds. The goal is to collect information to help inform future fisheries management decisions.  Maine brook trout are a special resource, and we need to know where they are before we can protect and manage them appropriately.
What is the status of brook trout in Maine?  Compared to other states, Maine’s brook trout resource is healthy.  A 2006 survey showed that Maine had more “intact” populations of brook trout than all other states combined.  The state of Maine contains 97% of all the wild or native brook trout lakes and ponds remaining in the entire country, and has been designated as the last true stronghold for wild brook trout in the eastern U.S.  In many other states where brook trout are native – and also in the more developed parts of Maine – wild populations are far less healthy.  Because wild brook trout are a nationally significant resource, Maine has a special responsibility to protect the last stronghold population and its high quality habitat.  However, we can’t do this if we don’t know where all the trout are. 
What is the purpose of this survey?  Maine has hundreds of lakes and ponds that have never been surveyed by MDIFW.  There are no records of past stocking in any these ponds either, so any brook trout found in them are native, wild fish. This project seeks to focus survey efforts on those ponds that are most likely to contain wild populations of brook trout in a three-step process:  (1) We’ve used existing knowledge from anglers, MDIFW biologists and wardens to identify priority waters to survey; (2) Recruit volunteer anglers to visit each water body and identify those where they observe or catch brook trout or find signs of active angling; (3) Use information from the volunteer survey to prioritize a list of waters for a more detailed survey in 2012 by MDIFW biologists. 
Why is this information important?  MDIFW biologists need accurate information in order to make management decisions.  Knowing whether or not brook trout are present in a pond may lead to changes in regulations, habitat protection, environmental permit reviews, or other management decisions.
Why haven’t these ponds been surveyed before?  Many of these waters are small and/or remote.  A formal survey effort for all of them would require tremendous manpower and take many years.  The goal of this project is to help prioritize which waters are most likely to harbor brook trout and should be formally surveyed by MDIFW biologists.

Why does the list of ponds only include waters in western Maine and the Greenville area?  MDIFW divides Maine into seven Fisheries Management Regions.  Region D and parts of Region E and F were selected as the focus for 2011 based on:  (1) high likelihood that many ponds in the region would contain wild brook trout; (2) existing identification of a large number of ponds of interest; (3) the availability of staff within the region to assist in detailed pond surveys in 2012.  If this pilot volunteer angler project is successful, it is likely that the project will expand to other locations in Maine in future years.
How can I sign up to help?  Interested anglers should contact Amanda Moeser at amoeser@maineaudubon.org or 207-781-6180 (x207).  Additional information can also be found at the project website: <http://tumaine.org/brooktrout.htm>.  Maine Audubon and its partners will provide maps, photos, data sheets and instructions for how to survey each pond.  Anglers should be enthusiastic about fishing for brook trout, be comfortable in remote settings, and have a sense of adventure. Surveys can be done any time before September 30, but preferably in June and July.
Can I provide survey information for a pond that is not on the list?  Absolutely.  We can still use information on ponds in other regions, or ponds within Region D and E that are not on the priority list.  You may want to contact us in advance about the pond you are interested in to determine if it has been surveyed in the past.  
Will the results of the survey be shared with the public?  In order to protect sensitive resources, we will not share site-specific information about particular ponds except with MDIFW and staff participating in the survey effort.  However, there will be a summary report at the end of this year’s effort which will analyze the collected data and prepare for the formal survey work scheduled in 2012. All angler personal information (name, address, phone number, and email address) will be kept private and will not be included in the summary report or on the website.
Why aren’t you focusing on brook trout streams?  MDIFW has recently conducted an intensive three-year effort to survey the state’s brook trout streams.  These small and remote ponds are the next priority to fill in missing information about the state’s brook trout resource.
Questions?  Contact:

 Joe Dembeck, MDIFW: joe.dembeck@maine.gov
Amanda Moeser, Project Coordinator: amoeser@maineaudubon.org (781-6180, x207)
Jeff Reardon, Trout Unlimited: jreardon@tu.org
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